
 

The two Cousy “sportscars” shown 

here were first publically seen 

around the end of 1954 through to 

the beginning of 1955 …in two 

different parts of France. The open 

car was revealed at a meeting at 

Montlhéry, while the streamliner 

was shown at the Salon de la Chimie. 

They were both listed in the 1955 

Automobilia catalogue No 10 but it 

appears that they were seldom seen 

again, for aside from one photo 

poster, the catalogue seems to be 

their only public reference today. 
They were a next phase of 

development leading on from a 

single seater Formula 3 car that was 

first seen in 1952. They all flowed 

from the pen and fertile mind of a 

Monsieur Georges Cousy of Castillon 

la Bataille, a town that lies 30 miles 

inland from Bordeaux.  F3 in the 

1950s were the 500cc single seater 

race cars, most commonly seen in 

Britain. They mainly used twin 

cylinder motorcycle engines from 

Norton, BSA, JAP and Triumph. These 

cars were so popular as an entry 

level motorsport class vehicle that 

Right: Cousy 500 F3 No.2 as found in 
barn. 

Below: renderings of original No.2 car 
– note flat twin engine and lip on 
nose cone..  

Bottom: first version of restored No.2 
car, or of restored No.1? 

Either No.2 has been changed 
significantly – rollcage, seat, 
enclosure around rear of cockpit, or it 
is another Cousy… see next page. 
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they still exist in abundance today. 

George Cousy was an ex-motorcycle 

racer, so F3 was an appealing class for 

him to build a race car to compete in.  

His first F3 is thought to have used a 

Norton engine and gearbox at the 

time, and had a chassis that appears 

(from the limited information) to 

consist of two fabricated side beams 

that were braced at the rear bulkhead 

- the area of highest bending stress in a 

mid-engined vehicle. It also appears 

that the belly pan was a part of the 

chassis, resolving the problem of 

lozenging and wracking that occurs in 

an open twin rail chassis (the reason 

for fitting a central cruciform in a good 

ladder chassis). Suspension was typical 

of this breed of vehicle, and based on 

the design of the Fiat Topolino (with 

tweaks of course!)… it was a way of 

reducing unsprung and overall weight 

by combining the springing and 

locating mediums into one through 

the use of transverse leaf springs. The 

front and rear suspensions on the 

Cousy 1 used an upper transverse leaf 

spring and although not entirely clear, 

possibly a lower one too at the rear 

where there is greater weight. At the 

front there was a lower lateral arm 

with the steering rack located high up 

just behind upper transverse leaf 

spring. Telescopic dampers were used 

front and rear, and fitted at quite an 

angle. This car was first entered in the 

Circuit de Paris at Montlhéry on 21st 

September 1952, but was used 

regularly by Monsieur Cousy until 

being replaced by No 2.  

The second F3 car came after the two 

sports models, late in 1955. It was said 

to have had a tubular steel chassis 

which shows in some or the photos, 

with a braced hoop at the rear 

bulkhead as part of the structure (the 

one shown may be a modern add on), 

and a belly pan to which the bodywork 

is clipped. It was also said that Cousy 

cannibalised the front and rear 

suspensions off No 1 for No 2.  

However the rear uses a tubular lower 

wishbone on the bottom that is not 

Top and 
bottom same 
car as middle? 
Differences 
include rear 
bodywork 
openings and 
height, 
mirrors, trim, 
but in all other 
respects it 
appears the 
same. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/elstro1988/6076008705/in/photostream/


seen in car No 1. This car’s greatest point of interest, 

however, is its engine which some claim was made by 

Georges Cousy himself. Others say it was a Violet engine. 

Certainly the Violet engine from the 1920s SIMA-Violet 

and the Cousy engine were both 496cc two-stroke air-

cooled flat-twins. In the Cousy it was mounted with the 

crank in the longitudinal direction allowing direct shaft-

drive straight to a gearbox that lay behind the back axle. 

Attached to the front of the gearbox was a differential 

with two half shafts out to the rear wheels. The Cousy 

two-stroke engine also had its crankcase pressurised by 

a Roots type supercharger. It was allowed to race as a 

500cc class engine as it flowed only 496cc of air for each 

complete revolution of the engine. 

Bodywork for the second F3 car consisted of a light two-

layup aramid fibreglass shell. Both cars were low, with 

minimal frontal area, streamlined in shape with as little 

mechanical paraphernalia as possible exposed to the 

airstream. The second car was launched at the 

Montlhéry Autodrome where it was tested but not 

raced. What happened to the car and just how 

much it was raced is not recorded. However, 

when its race days were over it was put away in 

a barn in the south of France where it was 

rediscovered without engine in 2005, and 

subsequently rebuilt with a BSA vertical-twin 

and chain drive… , but better than left to rot!  

The first of the sportscars was the open one, as 

mentioned above. It too used a mid-mounted 

500cc engine, this time manufactured by a 

company called CEMCE-Ratier which was then 

manufacturing Ratier motorcycles but later 

went on to produce propellers, engines and 

much more for the European air industry.   

For the 500cc 

application, the 

engine would have 

been a long stroke 

63x78mm flat twin 

of 497cc capacity 

that produced 

28bhp at 5500rpm, 

and used a 4-speed 

gearbox.   

The car was similar 

in mechanical design 

to the single seaters, 

and even included a 

central driving 

position, but had a 

light tubular frame. 

However it retained 

similar suspension 

and steering systems to those seen on the F3 cars. Cousy 

wasn’t alone in using a central driver; such layouts could 

be seen in Monopole in particular, amongst a number of 

other small French sports cars.  

The body was again made of fibreglass using a light twin 

layup process, this time with French Stratyl polyester 

resin which resulted in a very light 26kg finished 

product. It was designed with low-drag in mind. The 

completed car weighed only 360kg, kerb, with fuel etc 

on board! It was registered in the Gironde Department, 

for new cars, and entered in the Mille Miglia race that 

year in the 750cc Sports class. If fitted with a Ratier 750 

for the race, it would have had the same flat-twin, but 

now with square 78x78mm dimensions giving 748cc and 

40bhp at 5000rpm. In both engines, the compression 

ratio was a lowly 6.4:1, and each cylinder bank had its 

own single-choke Gurtner carburettor. The driver 

entered for the race was a Mr Bertrand de Garets. He 

was in position 217 out of over 520 entrants, but he 

never turned up. Although the early Automobilia photo 



appears to show no 

headlamps, the picture 

looks to be a little 

distorted. Headlamp 

covers are quite visible 

on the poster picture, 

and in any case full 

lighting would have 

been fitted in order to 

be road registered for 

the Mille Miglia race.  

The streamliner was 

another light weight, 

low drag machine with 

much attention placed 

on aerodynamics. It 

was based on the open 

car and also had a 

central driving 

position, but with a 

streamlined bubble 

canopy that was 

transparent over most 

of its length.  

Otherwise the cars 

were essentially the 

same shape front and rear, and down the upper sides of 

the car. However, the lower sides were reshaped to 

include a lot more ‘tumblehome’ that tapered out from 

inside the front wheelarches to almost nothing in front 

of the rear wheels.  

It was displayed at Chimie up on a plinth to show the 

smooth underside. This car was designed to take 

Panhard or BMW flat-twin engines that were also listed 

as options for the open car, making it almost inevitable 

that Georges Cousy had planned to produce more. It 

would also be very interesting to know just how little 

drag these two cars had. 

Perhaps the main purpose for the closed car was record 

breaking at places like Montlhéry. Just what became of 

the open sportscar or the streamliner after the show is 

not clear. And indeed, what became of Monsieur 

Georges Cousy after the No.2 F3 appeared at Montlhéry 

late 1955 is also unclear. 

Montlhéry, Dr. Hollier Larousse (right on the photo) gives his last instructions to the pilot of its 500cc. 

Above and previous page are supposed to be the same vehicle?  …the original 500cc open streamline car entered in 
1956 Mille Miglia and the car seen at Montlhéry above?? 

Below; low drag Streamliner record car. 

 


