
Knowing sportscar enthusiasts, the idea had been 
circulating for some time in the mind of young engineer 
Guy Mismaque before the impetus took place that 
started the process of ‘idea-into-reality’. This significant 
moment arrived at the 1956 Paris Motorshow when he 
came upon the stand of Brissonneau & Lotz who were 
there launching their own all-new small sports 
convertible. Guy spent half an hour or so reviewing the 
car until Paul Guitton, a French-Canadian designer who 
was one of Brissonneau & Lotz’s engineers, engaged 
Mismaque thinking that he may be a potential customer.  

Guitton asked him if he’d like some further information, 
to which Guy replied, with some assurance: “Your car is 
not bad, but I would have built it with a multi-tubular 
structure, a much more contoured body, and a more 
powerful engine”. Brissonneau & Lotz is a large 
engineering and manufacturing company who also 
manufactured cars for other companies at the time, and 
as such had its roots firmly planted in the ground. But 
Guitton sensed the passion of a enthusiast and explained 
that for a competitive price, the company was required 
to use a maximum of parts from a  series production 
model, which in this case meant the platform, 
suspension and steering, engine and transaxle plus 
accessible equipment of the 4CV Renault. Their 

conversation lasted another half hour, during which time 
Mismaque tried to convince Guitton that using his 
technical principles he would be able to build a small car 
that was more efficient and less expensive than the 
Brissonneau… 

From this meeting Guitton and Mismaque kept in 
contact and met regularly in their free time discussing 
car projects and design. At the same time Guy continued 
with new courses at his engineering school; however, 

their thinking and motivations continued to be poles 
apart. Time passed and fourteen months later Guy 
presented, with great enthusiasm, a 1/10th scale plaster 
model of his prototype "Coupe sport Mismaque".  The 
following three years saw much progress take place for 
the coupe. Guitton spent a lot of this time in Australia 
while Mismaque went into military service in France, 

Mismaque Coupe ‘Le Squal’ 

Early proposal by Mismaque sent with accompanying notes. 



then Algeria. However, Guy wrote regularly to Guitton to 
share the future organisation and manufacturing 
techniques that he was planning for the manufacture 
and marketing of his Coupe. 

Then in 1958 Mismaque forwarded revised plans for a 
significantly lightened car, the same plans that are 
shown here. With the sketch was a long letter detailing 
the characteristics of the vehicle and the proposed sale 
price of slightly above of 500,000 (old) francs. That price 
seemed impossibly low to Guitton for such an offering as 
the concurrent Dagonet was selling for 730,000 francs, 
the De Pontac for 1700,000 francs, while the cheapest 
425cc 2CV was priced at 420,000 francs, and a Dyna 
Panhard between 685-724,000 ff. 

In his letter to Guitton, Mismaque asked advice on 
various thoughts concerning the bodywork and 
equipment. He wanted to 
know what Guitton thought 
if he were to make a first 
round of cars without 
doors, which was a 
surprising idea for a coupe. 
Guitton suggested that he 
mounted light polyester 
doors on a welded frame, 

with sliding acrylic window panes for side glass. These 
could even be moulded for shape if required. 

Mismaque then asked if it was necessary to have an 
external opening for the boot; the actual space consisted 
of a simple shelf under the rear windscreen, with very 
little volume as it had to share space with suspension 
components and the petrol tank. Guitton advised that 
the boot lid would be very costly to produce while 
offering no real advantage in this case. Guy then replied 
with a question about a lift-off boot lid but was advised 
that although it was a good idea, good sealing against 
water and dust ingress is rarely totally successful with 
this type of mounting. Finally he enquired about 
Guitton’s thoughts re the manufacturing processes; 
Mismaque was proposing moulding the body in one 
piece, including the hood, wings, doors etc to fit over a 
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lightweight spaceframe , with, it would appear, the floor 
and bulkheads grafted in after. He also put forth his 
proposals regarding the lights, grill etc. In the end it was 
decided to make the front end a separate one-piece tilt 
forward body component, which would work especially 
well in this case as the forward location of the Citroën 
2CV engine required it to be a little over half the length 
of the bonnet while still retaining full access to all the 
mechanical components. 

By early 1959 Mismaque had pulled together all these 
thoughts and decisions to produce his final proposal - for 
the original model at least... In early April he sent 

Guitton a copy of these plans 
before beginning construction 
of his first car. The 
specifications called for the use 
of the 425cc Citroën 2CV 
engine and running gear; 
including suspension arms, half 
shafts, inboard front drum 
brakes, rack and pinion 
steering, 4-speed transmission, 
and 12 bhp at 3,500rpm! 
However, the 1958 425 2CV 
weighed 520kg (the lightest 
earlier 375cc cars had been as 
little as 490kg), while the 
calculated weight of the 
Mismaque Coupe was 350kg. 
This, combined with its much 
better aerodynamic profile and 
considerably lower frontal 

area, was hoped to give the car a far quicker turn of 
acceleration and top speed performance; a conservative 
120kph was thought likely compared with the equivalent 
2CV’s 80kph. 

The spaceframe itself was low and light and fully 
triangulated in each axis. The side sills were just deep 
enough to obtain a meaningful structure, with 
triangulation through the floor area too. The shape of 
the original 2CV model had a lower rear-deck-cum 
windscreen profile which Mismaque raised subsequently 
on his later cars. Prominent tail fins feature as a part of 
this rear profile too, and although many modern people 

This comparative profile drawing of ‘Squal over 2CV’, courtesy of GAZOLINE Magazine July 2005, shows just how compact 

the Mismaque Coupe is. The article was by Paul Guitton. Chassis drawings and sketches above are also from same source. 

 



think them to be stylistic gimmicks, they in reality 
performed a somewhat similar function to the modern 
wing… They do not provide downforce, but they serve to 
bring the profile aerodynamic centre of pressure 
rearward, which enhances high speed stability and to 
some degree, penetration due to maintaining a more 
cohesive laminar flow. 

In May 1959 the full-size wooden buck was started in the 
workshop belonging to a friend of Guy’s, Bernard 
Gouiran. The workshop was located in a place called 
Valencia, in the Drôme region of France, inland from 
Bordeaux. Gouiran’s workshop specialised in fibreglass 
work, and indeed was the only workshop that did at the 
time in that region. Work progressed fast, and after only 
a few weeks work, Mismaque contacted Guitton with an 
invitation to meet at Le Mans on the Saturday evening of 
June 23. Neither Mismaque the-car or Guy the-person 
turned up! Apparently Guy had not been able to pay 
Gouiran the agreed sum, and so construction came to a 
halt prematurely. It is not known exactly where the car 
was taken for completion, but it is thought he completed 
the car near Nantes-Herbier, which is 60 km or so from 
the Herbaria region on the Atlantic coast.  Finishing 
details proved to be more difficult than Guy had 
envisaged, and it was some 14 months later in the 
beginning of October 1960 when he turned up on the 
doorstep of Guitton’s Parisian home, with completed 
car.  

Meantime, Gouiran went on to build other vehicles, 
including it would appear, a 2CV Mismaque for himself.  
Later he became known for the bodywork of the GRAC 
Mk1 sports-racing car of 1964 and the CD GRAC Le Mans 
car of 1965.  

The car Mismaque presented to Guitton was bright red 
and true to the original plans. He was offered a test drive 
around Paris, which he accepted! The seating was low to 
the floor, while the interior was traditional and simple 
with varnished wood dashboard containing recessed 
round dials. The seats were made in a similar manner to 
the 2CV’s; meaning a canvas covering over a light 
tubular steel frame – rather like a fancy deck chair. A 
large flat plywood panel, similar in finish to the dash, lay 
behind the two separate seats to carry luggage.    

The engine at this stage was still the standard 425cc 
Citroën 2CV twin, which with its own characteristic beat 
was impossible to hide! However, Guitton found the 
acceleration and braking reactions were much higher, 

Above: scrapbook picture of 1st meeting in 
Paris. One of the newspaper releases.  Above: first car? Note ‘44’ registration 

 

Original promo photo with caption stating approx. 306kg weight 
and 120kph top speed; a speed it apparently exceeded 



thanks to the lightness 
of the car.  The 
suspension was also 
firmer without the 
traditional roll of the 
2CV. They did not have 
the time to do a 
documented road test, 
but Guitton expressed 
the strong sense of 
handling that would 
work excellently all-
round, and aided by the 
reduction in weight, 
centre of gravity height 
and wheelbase, was 
notably sharper in 
nature and of a higher 
level than the 2CV.  No 
c.o.g figure was ever 
published, but looking at 
the comparative profiles gives a clue to its likely 
reduction in height. The original promotional 
information gave the dry weight, with standard single 
carb 425cc engine, as an even lighter than planned 
306kg, while the wheelbase was approximately 
2000mm, instead of 2400mm for the 2CV. 

Guy explained that he had been unable to obtain a space 
at the next Paris motor show which was about to open 
its doors a few days later. But he said he intended to 

show the car in a small area near 
the access to the Grand Palais, at 
least for the first few days, and 
then move it to a friend’s site on 
the rue de Pontoise, in a nearby 
suburb of Paris. Mismaque had 
already found a lot of interest in 
the car, and expressed the thought 
that he’d do very well, with lots of 
orders.  Guitton’s response was 
that while Mismaque was 
obviously a brilliant engineer, he 
had no idea of the motor trade! 
Inside trade figures from Peugeot 
and Panhard sales departments, 
which Brissonneau & Lotz had 
accesses to, showed that over the 
previous few years, of every 1,000 
people who had made contact, 500 
were just curious, 50 asked for a 
test drive,  and only 10 bought… 
1%! 

A few days later, the vehicle was actually displayed on 
the steps of the Grand Palais, and as hoped, the press 
were lavish in their praise. However, Mismaque had no 
marketing strategy and responded to enquiries 
according to the mood of the moment, announcing 
different characteristics based on the nature of the 
enquiry. The outcome was that in the morning 
newspapers of October 11, one read of a ‘souped-up’ 

First Simca based car with original rear treatment? Although some 2CVs had hubcaps, these wheels and ’caps look 
more like those of the Simca Aronde. Again, note another ‘44’ registration from Herbaria region. 
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version that could reach the 135kph that could be 
bought at an approximate price of 7,670 NF. Then in 
France Evening News, three days later, one read of 
another version with a maximum speed of 145kph that 
could be bought for a lower 7,000 NF. It was also said 
that manufacture would be in the Dordogne region at 
the rate of one to two cars per day! The reality was that 

on Sunday the 16th October the show doors closed with 
only one possible confirmed sale.  

Through the Paris show Mismaque connected up with 
Simca. However, while they would supply mechanical 
parts, try as he did, Mismaque could not entice Simca 
into manufacturing his coupe at their factory, or 
anywhere else for that matter! He was a bit ‘put-out’ by 

Same car, different rear end treatment? Possibly not – wheels seem slightly different too. Nor does the same repeated number 
34 appear on its side, or top front.  



this, as he felt he had the almost perfect answer to the 
question of a small sportscar, which may have been true; 
the Mismaque coupe had been designed to be a French 
counterpart to the Lotus Elite, especially in Simca form, 
which meant it was a pretty special little sports car but 
not the type of thing produced by a large company. With 
the Simca motors they had similar performance to the 
Elite, but a higher top speed of 200kph or more, 
depending on the state of tune. In comparison, a 1216cc 
83bhp Coventry Climax powered Elite could manage 
around 190kph (118mph).  

A few months later, as a result of the ‘no go’ with Simca, 
Guy Mismaque went to visit Germain Lambert who had 
manufactured a series of light racing and road going 
sportscars during the 1930s and 40s which were popular  
for their ‘original’ technical solutions. Mismaque was 
also aware that Lambert had faced similar setbacks 
when trying to manufacture cars during the 1930s. 
Germain took a good look at the original 2CV coupe, and 
then rolled up his sleeves and got stuck in to developing 
the new 4-cylinder Simca version. He, in fact, carried out 
most of the chassis and mechanical work for the car. 
Relevant changes were made to the chassis to 
accommodate the inline engine including new front 
suspension, gearbox and driveline, plus Simca rear axle 
which in the Simca is located by a horizontal leaf spring 
with a coil spring above the axle as the main springing 
medium. Obviously, Simca 4-stud hubs and wheels were 

used, instead of the 
Citroën 3-stud hubs, 
but they had similar 
size wheels. Track and 
wheelbase dimensions 
remained virtually the 
same too.  

 The Simca engine for 
the original Simca 
powered model was 
the 3-main bearing 

Below: Pictures of wreck recovered 
by Guy Lambert and Philippe P. 

Rear Simca Aronde 
suspension 



1221cc ohv 4-cylinder 
Flash motor, tuned to 
75bhp at 6,100 rpm 
using twin twin-choke 
Weber carburettors, 
amongst other 
changes.  The newer 
standard Aronde P60 
motors were also 
used in Rush and Rush 
Super forms that 
developed 57bhp and 
70bhp respectively in 
original factory tune; 
these Rush engines 
were developed from 
the earlier 1221cc 
Flash engine that 
produced about 
44bhp standard. 
However, the Rush 
was substantially revised with 5-bearing crankshaft, 
redesigned pistons and centrifugal oil system, better 
breathing heads including bigger valves, plus a larger 
bore that gave 1290cc. Later on, a stretched and 
tuned 1500cc version of the Rush Super was fitted to 
the Coupe too; but there are no quoted power figures.   

 With all its more substantial running gear, weight 
went up, but by how much it is uncertain. Certainly, 
the Simca Aronde pickup, the Messagère, was 
registered as only 500kg, but this may have been 
payload. The only mention of weight anywhere said it 
was notably less than 600kg… 

Overall bodywork remained the same, but Mismaque 
took the opportunity play with the body styling.  He 
developed a raised rear turret and even more 
prominently pointed tailfins, all of which somewhat 
reminded some people of the Spanish Pégaso. Its 
shape also garnered the nickname Squal, or Shark, in 
part due to its prominent pointed tailfins, but also 
because of the overall lines from snout to turret and 
fins. Other shapes came after this first version of the 
Simca powered model, as can be seen in the two 
similar pictures of cars passing by on the circuit. The 
second shape lacks tailfins and has a fuller rear turret. 

Once Lambert’s work was done, Mismaque departed 
in a shower of dust and blaring exhaust, not to be 
seen again! From there the trail cools down, except for 
the main blue car shown here… This particular car is 
recorded as being the original Simca model developed 
by Lambert and owned by Mismaque. From what I can 
ascertain, in August 1962 in the rue Octave Mirbeau at 
Levallois, and on top of a pile of rubble from the 
demolition of a hangar, the blue Simca engined Squal 
was found perched precariously by Mismaque himself. 

How it had got there is not clear; whether it was stolen 
and dumped, or whether Guy sold it to a customer who 
had not looked after it? Sadly it was little more than a 
wreck. The doors were open, devoid of glass. The 
components had disappeared, like the engine, the 
transmission, drive shaft, suspension and steering, 
electrical accessories and trim... all that remained was 
the body and chassis! It was there for three days in this 
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position before disappearing again, along with the 
rubble it sat on! 

Somehow, Mismaque relocated the car and took it to a 
nearby storage place consisting of cubical style lockups 
that were rented out to local artisans. The car itself was 
left outside in the courtyard. Guy would return there 
every two to three months over the next six years, 
working on the body, and making various changes as he 
went to its shape. After a time he failed to return, and 
then one day another artisan found the car blocking the 
door of his own lockup, and so arranged for its removal. 
On the way to the tip a young man saw it stopped at 
some lights on the back of a dump truck, and begged the 
driver to deliver it to his home for a suitable tip. This he 
did, and there it remained outside in the garden for 
several more years. 

Then in 1982 the property where it rested was sold, and 
the new owners had it removed. The car ended up 
boxed up somewhere in Boissy-Saint-Léger, home of 
Formula 1 ace Didier Pironi. The property it now resided 
on belonged to a friend of Pironi, and knowing his 
personal mechanic was somewhat an enthusiast 
suggested, "you are a specialist of sports cars, I think 
that you would be interested in the remains of a small 
fibreglass sports coupe I have. It is a wreck, there are no 
mechanicals left, and I have no idea of its make, but you 
should go and see it on my land.” 

This mechanic was none other 
than Guy Lambert, son of 
Germain Lambert who built the 
car, but funnily, Guy did not 
recognise what it was and 
spent some time researching its 
background. In the beginning 
he’d hoped it may have been a 
Jidé or a CG, but not so. His 
research led him to visit 
Gouiran’s original workshop in 
Valencia. Here he found plans, 
not only of the 2CV model, but 
also those for the Simca 
powered cars. Lambert attained 

the car in 1988 thinking he might rebuild it 
himself, but after another six years let it go and 
sold it at a swap meet in Montlhéry, September 
1994. The person who bought it is simply 
referred to as Mr Philippe P, who took the coupe 
in hand and soon commenced its reconstruction. 
Most of the frame, even that captured by the 
fibreglass work where it is adjacent to the body, 
was little more than powdered steel and rust. It 
was a major! The pictures here show the car in a 
very rough state, with what looks like two rear 
body sections! 

 Philippe eventually finished the car in time for a 
big classic car meeting called the Golden Age in 
Montlhéry in June 2003. This momentous occasion was 
marked by no oil pressure which somewhat put a 
damper on plans, but this was quickly resolved and the 
car has subsequently appeared in later historic events. 

So just how many Mismaque Coupes were built? 
Although the only quoted production numbers for the 
car authoritatively states a total of four, with just one of 
these being 2CV powered, another the Flash engined car 
described above, the third and fourth being the 1290cc 
Rush and bored out 1500cc Rush Super powered cars, 
the general consensus is that the real number is 
unknown. 

Contrary to this statement of four, there appears 
correspondence that would suggest a second 2CV car 
was completed by Gouiran, Mismaque’s original co-
constructor in Valencia. The caption states that the car 
was the ‘tandem’ Mismaque of Mr Gouiran, and is 
powered by a 26bhp version of the 2CV motor with twin 
Solex carburettors on a crossover manifold, giving a 
135kph top speed. His car was also said to have weighed 
closer to the originally calculated 350kg. However, it was 
likely more lavishly trimmed, and seemingly had the new 
bonnet with two additional driving lights and a raised 
bonnet scoop… 

  …these are the pictures ..... with the stamp "Jeanneau" 



It is also known that 
Mismaque approached a 
major resin moulding 
manufacturer, perhaps 
Jeanneau (a boatbuilding 
yard in 
the Vendée, Herbaria 
region on the Atlantic 
coast, that has since 
grown to become one of 
France’s biggest builders 
of large private yachts) 
to produce a run of 100 
cars, or at least to 
manufacture the 
bodywork… What 
actually became of these 
is unknown, or whether 
indeed any or how many 
were actually made. 
However, pictures exist 
of cars with registrations 
finishing in the number 
44, which is consistent 
with registrations of this 
region and as mentioned 
above, about 60km from 
Nantes-Herbier where it 
is believe Guy Mismaque 
finished his first car after 
parting with Gouiran in 

Valencia. It is also said that these cars bear the 
stamp “Jeanneau”, whatever that means... the 
method of construction or an actual stamp? 
And what also of the plans later found in 
Gouiran’s workshop? Where other cars built 
there too, or did Gouiran build later chassis 
while Jeanneau moulded the bodies? But 
that’s about it, no more evidence, not even 
circumstantial (!) other than perhaps the fact 
that Jeanneau later created a car too, the 
Microcar which was launched in 1980. 

There is another anomaly that occurred when 
a Mismaque-Renault was listed in the 1966 Le 
Mans entries in 79th position, with a 1600cc 
Renault engine, entered by Guy Mismaque 
with drivers Michel Dagorne and Alain Le 
Guellec. It did not compete. However, the 
1565cc Renault 16TS motor was not released 
until March 1968, so there was no such 
engine at the time unless it was especially 
created. But period pictures have been 
mentioned to exist in private hands of a car at 
Le Mans.  Other records show that this was an 
actual entrant, with a car based on the S2 
chassis (2nd Simca chassis), but was actually 
powered by a 1600cc Alfa Romeo engine 
prepared by Conrero of Italy.  

While the blue Squal car is the only one seen 
around these days, internet correspondence 
has pointed to there being at least one other 
around, in unrestored condition – the eternal 
barn or backyard job perhaps? 

Many thanks to Jean-Jacques Dupuis of 
GAZOLINE magazine for all his help with this 
article 
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